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Representatives from a number of Oceania Paralympic Teams 
in Cardiff (Australia, Fiji, PNG and Vanuatu) were in 

attendance to celebrate the launch of the symbol on Friday, 
alongside members from Cardiff Celts Wheelchair Basketball 

team who performed an impromptu demonstration of their 
basketball skills. The ceremony heralds the fast approaching 

opening of the Paralympic Games and created excitement and 
anticipation within Team members of the forthcoming 

competition who are overawed with the way the Cardiff 
community are embracing the Paralympic Games. 

The Paralympic symbol, the Agitos has been unveiled in 
Cardiff, replacing the Olympic rings outside city hall. They 

will be displayed in Cardiff for the duration of the 
Paralympics, which run from 30 August to 9 September 

Unveiling of Paralympic 
symbol in Cardiff 

Oceania Team members pictured at the 
unveiling of the Paralympic Logo 
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 Medical Support Team for Oceania 
Athletes 

The shared Oceania facility is supported by the Australian Paralympic Committee medical Team and 
serviced by Sean McCoola from Brisbane and Sharlene Nand from Fiji. They are both experienced and 
highly credentialed exercise physiotherapists with a track record of working with elite Paralympic athletes. 
The service is providing daily therapy plus recovery sessions for all athletes from Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, 
Vanuatu, PNG and Solomon Islands. The service is highly valued by athletes and coaches alike. 

Sharlene Nand Olympic and 
Paralympic Physiotherapist from Fiji 

specializes in exercise 
physiotherapy, hyperbaric therapy 
and hand therapy. She is Secretary 

of the FASANOC Medical 
Commission and facilitates medical 
workshops with all National Sports 
Federations. She brings extensive 

experience working at international 
sporting events ranging from the 

Pacific Mini Games to Olympic 
Games in Beijing and London. 

 In a first for Paralympic Teams from the Oceania Pacific countries, the Oceania 
Paralympic Committee has facilitated a dedicated Medical Support Team for their 

athletes at the Cardiff Pre Games Training Camp, which will continue once the athletes 
enter the Paralympic Village. 

Sean McCoola is an 
owner/director of the Maximise 
Health Group in Brisbane. He has 
a strong background in working 
with elite sport including Rugby, 
AFL and Hockey. He worked with 

the Australian Paralympic 
Powerlifting Team between 2002-

2010 and more recently has 
worked with Francis Kompaon, 

silver medalist from Beijing in his 
preparation for London 2012. 

Sharlene working her magic with Iliesa 
in a recovery session 

Sean above and below, providing 
a therapy session to Marcel from 

Vanuatu 

Sharlene and Sean discuss treatment 
options for Francis 



 

 

 Athlete Profile – Iliesa Delana (Fiji) 

Sportsman of the Year in Fiji 2011, following his 
silver medal performance in the High Jump at the 
2011 World Athletics Championships in 
Christchurch, Iliesa is intently focused on his date 
with destiny, 3rd September in the Paralympic 
Stadium when he takes his place in the high jump 
final.  
Iliesa hails from Sigatoka on the western side of Fiji 
Island. He lost his leg as a three year old in a bus 
accident but with a steely resolve which he 
demonstrates with his competition face, he has 
successfully reached the elite level of his sport and 
carries the hopes of Fiji as he competes in his first 
Paralympic Games. 
As a Gold medalist from the FESPIC Games in 2006 
as well as the Arafura Games in 2007 / 2009 / 2011, 
Iliesa finally gets his chance at a Paralympic medal 
in London following the cancellation of his event at 
the 2008 Beijing Games. 
 
Iliesa is the first Fijian Paralympic athlete to gain a 
direct slot into the Paralympic Games based on 
performance and together with Francis Kompaon 
from PNG, is a strong medal chance from the Pacific 
Island countries at London 2012. 
 
Currently working at Digicel in customer care, Iliesa 
sees his future in Sports Management and is keen to 
pursue a scholarship to study in this area following 
the Games, which would keep him in the sport 
through to Rio2016. Iliesa we wish you the best of 
luck for your competition – Fiji Me 
 

Follow Iliesa’s High Jump technique as he trains at the National Indoor Athletic Centre 


